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The International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) reached a momentous milestone in hosting the 

groundbreaking ceremony, also known as Bhoomi Pooja, for the India International Centre for Buddhist 

Culture and Heritage (IICBCH) on August 6th, 2023. This auspicious event took place in the sacred land 

of Lumbini, Nepal. Despite encountering various challenges during the preparation, including unfavorable 

weather conditions, the ceremony emerged as a remarkable success. This achievement stood as a 

testament to the commitment and relentless efforts of the IBC team.  

The remarkable journey began with the Shilyanas 

(foundation stone-laying) ceremony held on May 16, 2022, 

at the IICBCH site by the Honourable Prime Minister of 

India, Shri Narendra Modi, and the then Prime Minister of 

Nepal, Sher Bahadur Deuba.  

The Bhoomi Pooja transpired flawlessly, with participation 

of a distinguished gathering of 250 plus dignitaries from 10 countries. Among these esteemed guests, over 

120 revered Monks from 32 monasteries/temples/centers were present from the Lumbini Monastic Zone. 

The assembly witnessed the presence of Holy Sangha members including Most Ven Maitri Bhikkhu 

Mahathera, former Chairman of All Nepal Bhikkhu Association, Ven Metteyya Sakyaputta, former VC 

Lumbini Development Trust, Ven. Bhikkhu Dhamma Shobhan Mahathero, President, All Nepal Bhikkhu 

Association, Ven Sukoth Mahathero, Abbot of Thai Monastery, Ven U Sujanitha Mahathero, Abbot of 

 



Myanmar Monastery, Ven Hui Ben, Chinese Temple, Ven Omishi, Japanese Temple, Ven Sunim  Bo 

Hyunas, Korean Temple as well as representatives from the temples of Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Cambodia, 

Nepal, among others. 

Other esteemed figures present at the ceremony were, 

Former State Minister of Law and Justice, Former 

Member of Parliament, Mayor of Lumbini and Bhairawa, 

Deputy Mayor of Lumbini, SP Police, SP Police Armed 

Force, DSP Police, DSP Police Armed Force, Chief 

Custom officer, Bhairawa, Board Members and officials 

of LDT etc. 

The commencement of the ceremony was marked by a 

chanting session starting with Jaya Mangala Gatha by 

monks from all sects present, followed by chanting by 

Vietnamese Monks, Japanese Monks, Chinese Monks, 

Vajrayana Monks, Nalanda Monks and Nuns and finally 

by Theravada Monks and Nuns in their regional 

languages.  

After the chanting, a ground breaking ritual was performed, 

which was officiated by Ven Dhammapiya, Secretary 

General, IBC who welcomed all attending for the 

ceremony. In his speech, Ven mentioned that India and 

Nepal share a spiritual and cultural bond, which goes back 

to 2600 AD when prince Siddhartha was born in Lumbini, 

Nepal and attained enlightenment as Buddha in Bodhgaya, 

India.   

 

Shri Dhundiraj Bhattarai, acting Vice Chaiman and 

Treasurer LDT, in his speech reiterated that “it is a matter 

of great joy for all of us that the construction of the IICBCH 

is going to start from today, the foundation stone of which 

was laid jointly by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri 

Narendra Modi and the then Prime Minister of Nepal, Shri 

Sher Bahadur Deuba last year.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ven. Metteyya Sakyaputta, former Vice Chairman of LDT referred to a few 

decades old letter written by an Indian Government envoy supporting 

Lumbini to be developed as an International Peace Centre (Global Buddhist 

Village). He further, congratulated IBC and Embassy of India for starting the 

construction of the IICBCH in such a short span of time. 

 

 

Shri Karun Bansal, First Secretary, Indian Embassy in Kathmandu, Nepal 

emphasized the specialized feature of Net zero energy building which is 

going to be the first of its kind outside Kathmandu, Nepal. 

 

The ceremony culminated with a vote of 

thanks by Ven Thupten Jigdol, Executive Member of IBC who extended a 

heartfelt vote of thanks, expressing sincere gratitude on behalf of IBC to all 

the contributors whose combined efforts had made this ceremony possible. 

The construction of the IICBCH stands as a tangible manifestation of the 

shared cultural heritage between India and Nepal. This groundbreaking event 

is sure to resonate as a significant moment in the history of cultural 

preservation and spiritual upliftment. 

 

 

Following the groundbreaking ceremony all Venerable Monks and distinguished guests were taken to 

Hotel Hokke where the film on IBC project in Lumbini was screened. The event came to an end with a 

Gala lunch. 
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